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Economy and Efficiency. The economy and efSciency commission 
of Massachusetts, established in 1912, was aboHshed in the session of 
1916, and the duties of the officer were transferred to a single official 
known as the supervisor of administration. This official under the new 
act is named by the governor with the advice and consent of the coun- 
cil. His duties become largely those of the supervision of the purchase 
of supplies by the different offices, commissions, boards and institu- 
tions. Upon investigation, he may, with the approval of the governor 
and council, order changes in the method used in purchasing and make 
rules and regulations governing the purchase of stores, supplies and 
materials. Any officer who fails to comply with such orders, rules or 
regulations, is subject to removal by the governor with the consent of 
the council. On request of either branch of the legislature or of the 
ways and means committee of either house, or of the governor or coun- 
cil, or of the committee on finance of the council, the supervisor is re- 
quired to make a report on any estimates by officers, heads of depart- 
ments, institutions, etc., as may be required, together with such facts, 
suggestions or recommendations as to appropriation requests or the 
method of raising money for the same. 

Virginia, by resolution, created a committee on economy and effi- 
ciency to make a survey of the state and local governments. This com- 
mittee consists of five members, one appointed by the president of the 
senate from the membership of the senate, two by the speaker of the 
house from among its members, and two by the governor of the State. 
The committee is required especially to make "a careful and detailed 
study of the organization and methods of the state and local govern- 
ments," to report to the next legislature in what way "state and local 
government can be more efficiently and economically organized and 
administered." 

New Jersey, which has been working on a program of consolidation, 
as a part of the movement of economy and efficiency, made two notable 
consolidations: First, the State created a department of agriculture and 
transferred to it all the duties heretofore vested in the state board of 
agriculture, the state board of health, the state commission on tubercu- 
losis among animals, the state live stock commission, the state plant 
pathologist, the state entomologist and other commissions, boards and 
officers relating to agricultural interests of the State and the diseases 
of animals, plants and insects. The new state board consists of eight 
citizens chosen by delegates elected by the various agricultural socie- 
ties of the State. These delegates meet in convention and elect by 
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majority vote the members of the board. The department is organ- 
ized with the following officers and bureaus: (1) a secretary for agri- 
culture, (2) an assistant secretary for agriculture, (3) a bureau for ani- 
mal industry, (4) a bureau of lands, crops and markets, (5) a bureau of 
statistics and inspection. 

The board is given broad powers for the promotion of agriculture 
and agricultural interests, for the study and prevention of animal dis- 
eases and the promotion of agricultural meetings, exhibitions, fairs, etc. 
There is lacking in the bill, however, any responsibility to the people. 

The governor has no power to appoint, remove or investigate. The 
ultimate power rests in the representatives of the various agricultural 
boards and societies which elect the delegates. 

The second act for the consolidation of departments is that relating 
to the department of labor. As newly organized the department con- 
sists of one commissioner of labor, one assistant commissioner of labor, 
a bureau of inspection, a bureau of structural inspection, a bureau of 
electrical equipment, a bureau of hygiene and sanitation, a bureau of 
engineers' and firemen's licenses, a bureau of industrial statistics, a 
bureau of employment, and all of the work of the department is under 
the control of the commissioner of labor appointed by the governor 
with the consent of the senate. 

These two acts followed the consolidations brought about two years 
ago by the establishment of the conservation department, and bring 
the work of the government of New Jersey closer to a centralized form 
probably than any State in the Union. 

Absent Voting. Vermont is entitled to the credit of having enacted 
the first absent voters law. The Vermont law was adopted in 1896, 
five years before the earliest Kansas statute on this subject which 
merely permitted absent voting for railway employees. The Vermont 
act is the simplest and briefest of all the absent voters laws in this 
country. Twice slightly amended, it now reads as follows: "A legal 
voter in this State may vote for state officers, United States senators 
and electors, in any town in the State, and for representative to con- 
gress in any town in the congressional district in which he resides; 
provided that such voter files with the clerk of the town in which he 
desires to vote a certificate from the clerk of the town of his legal resi- 
dence, stating that such voter's name is on the check-Hst last required 
by law to be prepared in such town." 

At the present time there are at least sixteen States, comprising 



